
Conjure: The Extraordinary Life and Work of
Michael Donaghy
Michael Donaghy was one of the most acclaimed British poets of his
generation, celebrated for his wit, passion, and extraordinary command of
language. In his short but brilliant career, he produced a body of work that
is both intellectually rigorous and emotionally resonant, exploring themes of
love, loss, history, and the human condition.
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Now, in Conjure, acclaimed biographer Bernard O'Donoghue presents the
first comprehensive account of Donaghy's life and work. Drawing on
extensive research and interviews with Donaghy's friends, family, and
colleagues, O'Donoghue paints a vivid portrait of the man and his art.

We follow Donaghy from his childhood in Dublin to his early years in
London, where he worked as a journalist and editor. We witness his
struggles with alcoholism and depression, as well as his triumphs as a
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poet. And we explore the deep connections between his life and his work,
as he grapples with issues of identity, sexuality, and the nature of creativity.

Conjure is not only a biography of a great poet but also a meditation on the
nature of poetry itself. O'Donoghue shows us how Donaghy's work is both
personal and universal, speaking to the human experience in all its
complexity and beauty.

With its lyrical prose and insightful analysis, Conjure is a must-read for
anyone interested in the life and work of Michael Donaghy. It is a book that
will challenge, inspire, and ultimately leave you in awe of the power of
poetry.

Praise for Conjure

"A stunning achievement. O'Donoghue has given us the definitive account
of Michael Donaghy's life and work, a book that is as insightful as it is
moving." —Seamus Heaney

"A brilliant and compassionate portrait of a great poet. Conjure is a must-
read for anyone interested in modern poetry." —Jorie Graham

"O'Donoghue has written a masterpiece. Conjure is a book that will be
cherished by generations of readers." —Kevin Barry

About the Author

Bernard O'Donoghue is an Irish poet, novelist, and biographer. He is the
author of over thirty books, including the award-winning biographies of W.B.
Yeats and Patrick Kavanagh.



O'Donoghue is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature and a member of
the Irish Academy of Letters. He has received numerous awards for his
work, including the T.S. Eliot Prize and the Whitbread Biography Award.
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