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The college search and admission process can be a daunting experience
for parents. With so many factors to consider, it can be difficult to know
where to start. This guide will provide you with everything you need to know
to help your child navigate the process successfully.

Chapter 1: Choosing the Right Schools

The first step in the college search process is to choose the right schools
for your child. There are a number of factors to consider when making this
decision, including your child's academic interests, career goals, and
financial situation.
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To start, you should research different schools and visit their websites. You
can also attend college fairs and talk to your child's guidance counselor for
advice. Once you have a list of potential schools, you can narrow it down
by visiting the campuses and talking to the admissions staff.

Chapter 2: The Application Process

Once you have chosen a few schools, you will need to start the application
process. This process can vary from school to school, but there are some
general steps that you will need to follow.

Gather your child's transcripts and test scores.

Write a personal statement and letters of recommendation.

Complete the Common Application or other school-specific
applications.

Submit your applications and pay the application fees.

Chapter 3: Financial Aid

College can be expensive, but there are a number of financial aid options
available to help families pay for college. These options include
scholarships, grants, loans, and work-study programs.

To apply for financial aid, you will need to complete the Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). The FAFSA is used to determine your child's
eligibility for federal and state financial aid. You can also apply for private
scholarships and grants from colleges and universities.

Chapter 4: The Decision



Once your child has been accepted to college, they will need to make a
decision about which school to attend. This decision should be based on a
number of factors, including the school's academic reputation, location, and
cost.

To help your child make this decision, you can visit the campuses of the
schools that they have been accepted to and talk to the admissions staff.
You can also compare the financial aid packages that each school has
offered.

Chapter 5: The Transition to College

The transition to college can be a challenging time for students and parents
alike. However, there are a number of things that you can do to help your
child make a smooth transition.

Help your child pack for college and move into their dorm room.

Talk to your child about their expectations for college and help them
set realistic goals.

Encourage your child to get involved in campus activities and make
new friends.

Stay in touch with your child and offer support when they need it.

The college search and admission process can be a challenging
experience, but it is also an exciting time. By following the advice in this
guide, you can help your child navigate the process successfully and make
the most of their college experience.
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