
Dwight Eisenhower to George Bush: A
Historical Journey Through Princeton Studies
in American Politics
The Princeton Studies in American Politics series has long been a staple of
political science scholarship, providing in-depth analyses of American
politics from a variety of perspectives. The series has published over 100
books since its inception in 1970, and its authors have included some of
the most renowned scholars in the field.
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In this article, we will take a look at some of the most important books in the
Princeton Studies in American Politics series, focusing on those that have
had a significant impact on our understanding of American politics. We will
also discuss the common themes that run through the series, and how
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these themes have shaped the study of American politics over the past 50
years.

The Early Years

The Princeton Studies in American Politics series was founded in 1970 by
political scientist Fred Greenstein. Greenstein's goal was to create a series
of books that would provide rigorous, empirical research on American
politics. The early books in the series focused on a variety of topics,
including voting behavior, political parties, and the presidency.

One of the most influential books in the early years of the series was V.O.
Key's Southern Politics in State and Nation (1949). Key's book provided a
groundbreaking analysis of the political system of the American South. Key
argued that the South was a one-party region, and that its politics were
dominated by a small number of white elites. Key's book helped to shape
our understanding of the South, and it remains a classic work of political
science.

Another important book in the early years of the series was Samuel
Huntington's The Soldier and the State (1957). Huntington's book
examined the relationship between the military and civilian control in the
United States. Huntington argued that the military was a necessary part of
American society, but that it needed to be kept under civilian control.
Huntington's book is still considered a seminal work on the topic of civil-
military relations.

The Middle Years



In the 1970s and 1980s, the Princeton Studies in American Politics series
continued to publish important works on a wide range of topics. One of the
most influential books of this period was Theodore Lowi's The End of
Liberalism (1969). Lowi argued that the New Deal era of liberalism had
come to an end, and that a new era of conservatism was beginning. Lowi's
book helped to shape the debate over the future of liberalism in the United
States.

Another important book of this period was James Q. Wilson's Bureaucracy
(1989). Wilson's book provided a detailed analysis of the American
bureaucracy. Wilson argued that the bureaucracy was a necessary part of
modern government, but that it needed to be reformed in Free Download to
make it more efficient and responsive. Wilson's book is still considered a
classic work on the topic of bureaucracy.

The Recent Years

In the 1990s and 2000s, the Princeton Studies in American Politics series
continued to publish important works on a wide range of topics. One of the
most influential books of this period was Larry Bartels' Unequal Democracy
(2008). Bartels argued that the American political system was becoming
increasingly unequal, and that this inequality was having a negative impact
on democracy. Bartels' book helped to raise awareness of the problem of
inequality in American politics.

Another important book of this period was Thomas Edsall's The Age of
Austerity (2016). Edsall argued that the United States was entering a new
era of austerity, and that this austerity would have a profound impact on



American politics. Edsall's book helped to shape the debate over the future
of the American economy.

Common Themes

There are a number of common themes that run through the Princeton
Studies in American Politics series. One of the most important themes is
the importance of empirical research. The authors in the series have
consistently relied on empirical data to support their arguments. This has
helped to make the series one of the most rigorous and respected in
political science.

Another important theme in the series is the focus on American institutions.
The authors in the series have examined a wide range of American
institutions, including the presidency, the Congress, the Supreme Court,
and the bureaucracy. This has helped to provide a comprehensive
understanding of how American politics works.

Finally, the series has also been characterized by a commitment to
intellectual diversity. The authors in the series have come from a variety of
backgrounds and perspectives. This has helped to ensure that the series
has published a wide range of views on American politics.

The Princeton Studies in American Politics series has been a major force in
the study of American politics for over 50 years. The series has published
over 100 books, many of which have become classics in the field. The
series has also been characterized by a commitment to empirical research,
a focus on American institutions, and intellectual diversity. As a result, the
series has made a significant contribution to our understanding of American
politics.
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