
From Global Dependence to Local
Interdependence: Unlocking a Sustainable
Future
The Legacy of E.F. Schumacher and the Schumacher Lectures

The Schumacher Lectures, an annual gathering of thought leaders and
practitioners, draw inspiration from the pioneering work of economist E.F.
Schumacher. Schumacher challenged the prevailing economic paradigms
of the mid-20th century, advocating for a more holistic and sustainable
approach to development. Through his influential book "Small Is Beautiful,"
he ignited a global movement towards decentralized, community-based
solutions.

The Schumacher Lectures have continued Schumacher's legacy, providing
a platform for in-depth exploration of the complex challenges facing
humanity and the transformative power of local interdependence. The 16th
edition of the Lectures, titled "From Global Dependence to Local
Interdependence," delves into the urgent need to rebalance our globalized
systems and foster self-sufficiency and resilience within local communities.
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Key Themes of the Schumacher Lectures 16

The Illusion of Global Dependence

The Lectures challenge the notion that we are utterly reliant on global
supply chains and centralized decision-making. By highlighting the
vulnerability of these systems to disruptions and social inequalities, the
speakers advocate for a shift towards local production and self-reliance.

The Power of Local Interdependence

Local interdependence recognizes the vital role of local communities in
meeting their own needs and supporting one another. By cultivating local
food systems, renewable energy sources, and community-owned
businesses, local interdependence fosters resilience and empowers
communities to shape their own destinies.

Building Inclusive and Equitable Economies

The Lectures emphasize the importance of creating economic systems that
prioritize equity and inclusivity. Local interdependence encourages the
participation of marginalized groups, promotes fair labor practices, and
supports the development of local currencies and financial institutions.

Insights from Leading Thinkers and Practitioners

The Schumacher Lectures 16 brought together a diverse group of
speakers, including:
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Vandana Shiva, environmental activist and advocate for seed
sovereignty

David Korten, author and critic of global capitalism

Helena Norberg-Hodge, founder of Local Futures and advocate for
traditional cultures

Rob Hopkins, co-founder of the Transition Towns movement

Gilles Huot, co-author of "Grassroots to Global: Exploring the Links
between Local and Global Development"

These thought leaders shared their insights, case studies, and inspiring
examples of how local interdependence is being realized around the world.
The Importance of Localism and Sustainability

The Lectures underscore the critical connection between localism and
sustainability. By reducing our dependence on distant resources and
strengthening local networks, we can reduce our environmental impact,
enhance our resilience to climate change, and create more livable and
sustainable communities.

Local interdependence promotes a sense of place, fosters community
cohesion, and encourages us to take responsibility for our environment and
our neighbors. It is an essential ingredient for creating a more sustainable
and just world.

Embracing Local Interdependence in Action

The Schumacher Lectures 16 provide practical guidance and inspiration for
individuals, communities, and organizations to embrace local
interdependence. Some key recommendations include:



Support local businesses and farmers' markets

Invest in local renewable energy initiatives

Participate in community gardens and food cooperatives

Explore community-supported agriculture (CSA) and other alternative
food systems

Attend local events and engage with community members

Support organizations working towards local resilience and
sustainability

: A Call to Action

The Schumacher Lectures 16 offer a compelling vision of a future where
local communities are empowered, resilient, and interconnected. By
embracing local interdependence, we can create a more sustainable,
equitable, and fulfilling world for ourselves and generations to come.

Let us heed the call to action and work together to transform our
communities into beacons of local interdependence. Together, we can
create a more just, resilient, and sustainable world for all.

Additional Resources

Schumacher Lectures 16 website

Local Futures website

Transition Towns movement website

Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) website



"The most important thing is that we shift our loyalties from the global to the
local, from the inorganic to the organic, from the synthetic to the natural." -
E.F. Schumacher
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