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Rick Barot's "Chord" is a profound and evocative poetic journey that delves
into the depths of loss, memory, and the lingering echoes of the past.
Through a series of interconnected poems, Barot weaves a tapestry of
emotions that resonate deeply within the reader's soul.
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Barot's verse is both intimate and universal, capturing the raw pain of loss
while simultaneously exploring the intricate web of emotions that
accompany it. The poems in "Chord" are not merely elegies; they are
explorations of the ways in which loss transforms our lives, reshaping our
perspectives and our understanding of the world around us.

Loss as a Catalyst for Transformation: Barot's Poetic Exploration

One of the central themes of "Chord" is the idea that loss can serve as a
catalyst for transformation. In the poem "After," Barot writes:

After the news, the body stretches into a bow, a taut cord pulled taut, a
humming.

In this passage, the body becomes a metaphor for the speaker's emotional
state after experiencing loss. The bow is a symbol of tension and potential
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energy, while the humming suggests a sense of vibration and
reverberation. Barot's imagery captures the conflicting emotions that arise
in the aftermath of loss: the desire to retreat into oneself while
simultaneously feeling an overwhelming need to connect with others.

Throughout "Chord," Barot explores the ways in which loss challenges our
sense of identity and forces us to confront the fragility of human existence.
In the poem "Elegy," he writes:

I thought I knew the world, but it is only made of loss. I thought I knew my
heart, but it is only made of loss.

These lines express the profound realization that loss is an inherent part of
life, and that we can never truly escape its grip. However, Barot's poems
also offer a glimmer of hope, suggesting that even in the depths of grief, we
can find moments of transcendence and beauty.

Memory as a Form of Resistance: Recalling the Lost

Another key theme in "Chord" is the power of memory as a form of
resistance against the forces of loss and oblivion. In the poem "In
Memoriam," Barot writes:

I will remember you until I can't remember you. I will remember you until I
am the only one who remembers you.

In these lines, the speaker vows to keep the memory of the lost alive, even
if they are the only one who remembers. Memory becomes an act of
defiance against the inevitable passage of time and the forces that seek to
erase the past.



Barot's poems are filled with vivid and evocative imagery, capturing the
sensory details of the world around us. In the poem "The Smell of Rain," he
writes:

The smell of rain is the smell of memory. It is the smell of the past and the
smell of the future.

Through the use of sensory language, Barot creates a multi-layered
experience for the reader, evoking memories and emotions that transcend
the boundaries of time and space.

A Haunting and Unforgettable Reading Experience: Chord's Enduring
Impact

"Chord" is a haunting and unforgettable reading experience that will
resonate with readers long after they finish the book. Rick Barot's poems
are a testament to the enduring power of grief, loss, and memory, and they
offer a profound exploration of the human condition.

In an era marked by both great loss and uncertainty, "Chord" provides a
much-needed space for reflection and healing. Barot's poems remind us
that we are not alone in our struggles, and that even in the darkest of times,
there is always the possibility of redemption and transcendence.
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