Republicanism in Russia: Community Before
and After Communism

Republicanism, a political ideology that emphasizes the importance of
citizen participation in government, has a long and complex history in
Russia. Before the advent of communism, republicanism was a major force
in Russian political thought, inspiring movements for reform and revolution.
After the Bolsheviks came to power in 1917, republicanism was
suppressed as a threat to the new regime. However, in the years since the
collapse of the Soviet Union, republicanism has re-emerged as a significant
force in Russian politics.
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This article will explore the history of republicanism in Russia, from its

origins in the 18th century to its resurgence in the post-communist era. We
will examine the key ideas of Russian republicanism, its relationship to
other political ideologies, and its impact on Russian society and politics.
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The Origins of Republicanism in Russia

The origins of republicanism in Russia can be traced back to the 18th
century, when a group of intellectuals known as the Decembrists began to
advocate for a more democratic and representative form of government.
The Decembrists were influenced by the ideas of the Enlightenment, and
they believed that Russia could only progress if it adopted a republican
constitution.

In 1825, the Decembrists staged an unsuccessful uprising against the
autocratic rule of Tsar Nicholas I. The uprising was quickly crushed, and the
Decembrists were exiled or executed. However, their ideas continued to
circulate among Russian intellectuals, and they helped to inspire a new
generation of reformers in the 19th century.

Republicanism and the Russian Revolution

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, republicanism became a major
force in Russian politics. A number of political parties, including the
Socialist Revolutionary Party and the Constitutional Democratic Party,
advocated for a democratic republic. These parties were particularly
popular among the peasantry and the urban working class.

The February Revolution of 1917 led to the overthrow of the Tsar and the
establishment of a provisional government. The provisional government
was dominated by moderate socialists, but it also included a number of
republicans. The republicans hoped to establish a democratic republic in
Russia, but they were opposed by the Bolsheviks, a radical socialist party
that advocated for a dictatorship of the proletariat.



In October 1917, the Bolsheviks seized power in a coup d'état. The
Bolsheviks immediately set about suppressing all forms of opposition,
including republicanism. Republican leaders were arrested, executed, or
forced into exile. The Bolsheviks established a one-party dictatorship that
lasted for over 70 years.

Republicanism in the Post-Communist Era

After the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, republicanism re-emerged
as a significant force in Russian politics. A number of new political parties,
including the Union of Right Forces and Yabloko, advocated for a
democratic republic. These parties were particularly popular among urban
intellectuals and professionals.

In the 1990s, Russia adopted a new constitution that established a multi-
party system and a directly elected president. However, the new
constitution also gave the president a great deal of power, and it was often
difficult for opposition parties to hold the government accountable. In the
early 2000s, President Vladimir Putin consolidated his power and began to
suppress political opposition. Many republican leaders were forced into
exile or marginalized.

Despite the challenges, republicanism remains a significant force in
Russian politics. Republican parties continue to advocate for a more
democratic and representative form of government. They believe that
Russia can only reach its full potential if it adopts a republican constitution.

Republicanism has a long and complex history in Russia. It has been a
major force for reform and revolution, and it has inspired movements for
democracy and human rights. After the collapse of the Soviet Union,



republicanism re-emerged as a significant force in Russian politics.
However, the future of republicanism in Russia is uncertain. The current
government is authoritarian, and it has suppressed political opposition.
However, the desire for democracy and human rights remains strong
among the Russian people, and republicanism may well continue to be a
force for change in the years to come.
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