The Forgotten Wars of Latin America: 1948-
1982

The history of Latin America is often dominated by the stories of its larger
and more powerful nations, such as Argentina, Brazil, and Mexico.
However, there are many smaller conflicts that have also had a significant
impact on the region's development.
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The period from 1948 to 1982 was a particularly turbulent one for Latin
America. During this time, there were over 50 wars and revolutions, many
of which were fought between government forces and rebel groups. These
conflicts were often fueled by a combination of political, economic, and
social factors, and they had a profound impact on the lives of millions of
people.

The Causes of the Wars
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There were a number of factors that contributed to the outbreak of wars in
Latin America during this period. These included:

= Political instability: Many Latin American countries were plagued by
political instability and corruption. This led to a breakdown of law and
Free Download and created a fertile ground for conflict.

= Economic inequality: Latin America was one of the most unequal
regions in the world at the time. This inequality led to widespread
poverty and resentment, which in turn fueled social unrest.

= Cold War: The Cold War between the United States and the Soviet
Union had a major impact on Latin America. The United States was
determined to prevent the spread of communism in the region, while
the Soviet Union was equally determined to support revolutionary
movements against pro-American governments.

The Major Conflicts

The most significant wars and revolutions that took place in Latin America
during this period included:

= The Costa Rican Civil War (1948): This war was fought between the
government of President Rafael Angel Calderon Guardia and a rebel
group led by José Figueres Ferrer. The rebels were victorious, and
Figueres went on to become president of Costa Rica.

= The Guatemalan Revolution (1954): This revolution was led by a
group of military officers and leftists who overthrew the government of
President Jacobo Arbenz Guzman. The new government was pro-
American and implemented a number of policies that were designed to
combat communism.



= The Cuban Revolution (1959): This revolution was led by Fidel
Castro and his brother Raul Castro. The rebels overthrew the
government of President Fulgencio Batista and established a socialist
state.

= The Nicaraguan Revolution (1979): This revolution was led by the
Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN). The FSLN overthrew the
government of President Anastasio Somoza Debayle and established
a socialist state.

= The Salvadoran Civil War (1980-1992): This war was fought between
the government of El Salvador and the Farabundo Marti National
Liberation Front (FMLN). The war ended with a peace agreement that
was signed in 1992.

The Impact of the Wars

The wars and revolutions of 1948-1982 had a profound impact on Latin
America. These conflicts resulted in the deaths of millions of people and
the displacement of millions more. They also led to the overthrow of several
governments and the establishment of new political systems.

The wars also had a significant impact on the region's economy. The
destruction of infrastructure and the loss of human capital led to
widespread poverty and underdevelopment. In some cases, the wars also
led to the collapse of entire industries.

The wars and revolutions of 1948-1982 were a major turning point in the
history of Latin America. These conflicts had a profound impact on the
region's politics, economy, and society. The legacy of these wars continues
to shape Latin America today.



The book Wars Of Latin America 1948 1982 provides a comprehensive
overview of these conflicts. The book is written by a team of expert
historians and it is based on extensive research. This book is an essential
resource for anyone who wants to understand the history of Latin America.
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