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By John Smith

The United States of America is a nation founded on the principles of
liberty, equality, and democracy. For centuries, Americans have been
taught that their country is unique and special, a shining beacon of hope
and opportunity for all. But is this really true? In his groundbreaking book,
The Great American Delusion, author John Smith argues that the United
States is not as unique or special as Americans have been led to believe.

Smith begins his book by examining the origins of American
exceptionalism. He argues that the idea that the United States is a chosen
nation, destined to lead the world, can be traced back to the Puritans who
founded the Massachusetts Bay Colony in the 17th century. The Puritans
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believed that they were God's chosen people, and that they had a duty to
create a new society based on their religious principles. This belief in
American exceptionalism has been passed down from generation to
generation, and it continues to shape American foreign policy and domestic
politics today.

Smith argues that the myth of American exceptionalism has had a number
of negative consequences. First, it has led to a sense of complacency and
arrogance among Americans. Many Americans believe that their country is
so unique and special that it is immune to the problems that plague other
nations. This has led to a lack of investment in education, infrastructure,
and social welfare programs.

Second, the myth of American exceptionalism has made it difficult for the
United States to cooperate with other nations. Americans often see
themselves as superior to other peoples, and they are reluctant to
compromise or cooperate with those who they view as inferior. This has led
to a number of foreign policy blunders, including the Vietnam War and the
Iraq War.

Third, the myth of American exceptionalism has contributed to a sense of
isolationism among Americans. Many Americans believe that their country
is so unique and special that it should not get involved in the affairs of other
nations. This has led to a reluctance to participate in international
organizations and to provide foreign aid.

Smith concludes his book by arguing that it is time for Americans to
abandon the myth of American exceptionalism. He believes that the United
States is a great nation, but it is not perfect. In Free Download to create a



more just and equitable society, Americans must be willing to confront the
myths that have shaped their country's history.

The Great American Delusion is a timely and important book. It challenges
the myths that have shaped American history and it offers a new vision for
the future. Smith's book is a must-read for anyone who wants to
understand the challenges facing the United States today.

About the Author

John Smith is a professor of history at the University of California, Berkeley.
He is the author of several books on American history, including The Myth
of American Exceptionalism (2009) and The Road to War: America's Entry
into World War II (2014).
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