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On July 7, 2005, four suicide bombers detonated explosives on the London
public transport system, killing 52 people and injuring over 700. The
attacks, coordinated by Al-Qaeda, were the deadliest in the United
Kingdom since the 1988 Lockerbie bombing.

In the aftermath of the attacks, there was a great deal of speculation about
the motivations of the bombers. Some commentators argued that they were
simply driven by religious extremism, while others suggested that they were
motivated by political grievances, such as the UK's involvement in the Iraq
War.

In his book The London Bombings, Marc Sageman argues that the
bombers were motivated by a complex set of factors, including religious
beliefs, social isolation, and a desire for revenge.

Sageman draws on his extensive experience as a psychiatrist and
counterterrorism expert to provide a detailed psychological profile of the
bombers. He argues that they were not simply brainwashed fanatics, but
individuals who had been radicalized through a process of social and
psychological manipulation.
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The London Bombings is a groundbreaking analysis of the July 7 attacks.
Sageman's insights into the motivations of the bombers are invaluable for
understanding the threat of terrorism today.

Key Findings

= The bombers were not simply driven by religious extremism, but by a
complex set of factors, including social isolation and a desire for
revenge.

= The bombers were radicalized through a process of social and
psychological manipulation.

= The London Bombings were a wake-up call for the international
community, demonstrating the threat posed by homegrown terrorism.

The London Bombings is a must-read for anyone who wants to understand
the threat of terrorism today. Sageman's groundbreaking analysis of the
July 7 attacks provides valuable insights into the motivations of the
bombers and the factors that led to their radicalization.
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